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(57) ABSTRACT 

A motion and proximity sensitive system for monitoring 
spatial relationship between mobile objects comprising two 
way communication between a Child Unit, affixed to the 
child, and a Parent Unit, carried by the parent or guardian, 
is disclosed. When the Child Unit senses motion and deter- 
mines that it is beyond a set near field proximity to the Parent 
Unit, the Child Unit communicates alerts to the Parent Unit 
allowing the parent to trigger an alarm on the Child Unit. A 
second alarm function selected by the mode switch sounds 
an alarm automatically in response to motion beyond the set 
near field proximity according to an adaptive alarm 
sequence. 
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SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR 
MONITORING SPATIAL RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN MOBILE OBJECTS 

RELATED U.S. APPLICATION^) 5 

The present application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. 
application Ser. No. 09/099,815, filed Jun. 19, 1998, now 
issued as U.S. Pat. No. 6,133,830, and Ser. No. 09/129,008, 
filed Aug. 4, 1998, now issued as U.S. Pat. No. 5,963,131, 1Q 
both of which are hereby incorporated herein by reference. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

This invention relates to systems and methods for moni- 
toring mobile objects, and more particularly, to remotely 15 
controlled motion and proximity sensitive systems for moni- 
toring spatial relationship between a monitored person, such 
as a child, and a monitoring person, such as a parent. 

BACKGROUND ART 20 

The unintentional separation of a child from a parent, and 
worse, the outright abduction of a child has been a serious 
and increasing problem in the U.S. as well as abroad. It has 
been noted that abduction occurs more often than not in 25 
situations wherein the child is in the immediate proximity of 
a parent. However, because the parent may be otherwise 
preoccupied, distracted, or has a momentary lapse in atten- 
tion directed to the child, the child is permitted to stray away 
from the parent. Common scenarios involve the parent and 3Q 
child walking through a department store, a crowded mall or 
amusement park. In a moment of inattention by the parent, 
as he or she may be focusing on a particular item in a store, 
a display or locating a particular ride or facility, the child 
may accidentally wander away and becomes abducted. 35 
Another scenario may involve a child, in an attempt to 
explore his surroundings during an activity, such as bike 
riding or hiking, proceeding far more ahead of the parent 
than normally permitted. These are but a few examples. 
However, with the lifestyle of many young families becom- 4Q 
ing more and more active, the potential for abduction greatly 
increases. 

Approaches to parent-child security have varied in detail 
ranging from mechanical tethers or physical restraints, simi- 
lar to a pet leash, to different combinations of separation 45 
detectors and signaling devices for remote control and alarm 
devices. For example, one existing system includes a 
harness, to be placed on the child, and an extension cord 
attached to the harness and to be held or worn on the wrist 
of the parent. This system, although effective, can limit the 50 
range that a child may be separated from the parent. The 
system can also be cumbersome and difficult to manage, 
particularly in a crowd, as the extension cord must be 
maneuvered around people should there be any distance 
between the parent and child. The extension cord may 55 
further trip those in the crowd or bring additional dangers to 
those in the crowd. 

Several known devices trigger an alarm when two units (a 
detector unit and a transmitter unit) are separated by more 
than a preset distance. For example, one system discloses a 60 
device to deter kidnapping of a child. The system generates 
a signal at the transmitter unit and provides for an alarm 
trigger at the child unit. This and other similar systems are 
based on proximity or separation sensing, and may offer 
little added functionality, such as two-way communications, 65 
adaptive alarming or child panic provisions. The power 
output and hence range of a pure proximity transmitter may 
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also be limited by regulations set forth by the Federal 
Communications Commission. As such, these systems do 
not permit for a very large proximity range, and can often be 
encumbered by frequent false alarms as a result. Moreover, 
such systems are frequently provided only with an alarm-on 
and alarm-off state. Accordingly, the parent is permitted 
little or no discretion in terms of varying proximity range or 
other functionalities to adapt to different environments. 

There remains, therefore, a need for a spatial monitoring 
and security system that is convenient in use, relatively free 
from false alarms, functional over a relatively large range, 
and affords both the parent and the child the ability to page 
one another or issue an alarm in a panic situation. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance with one embodiment, the invention pro- 
vides a substantially immediate notification to the parent of 
the movement of a child when the child is outside a preset 
proximity radius (i.e., range). Furthermore, the present 
invention combines motion activated response with two- 
way wireless signaling to enable the parent to automatically 
screen false alarms and set the proximity radius accordingly. 
The invention also permits the system to be carried in the 
armed state without nuisance to the parent or child, and is 
only active when the child or parent is in motion. This 
provides for an effective means to manage power and extend 
battery life. In another embodiment, the invention uses the 
aforementioned combination of a motion sensor and a 
separation distance (i.e., proximity) sensor to reduce inci- 
dences of false alarms. In one embodiment, an audible alert 
or alarm will sound only if both proximity and motion 
sensors indicate a potential separation. The invention, in a 
further embodiment, provides a tamper resistant switch 
without need for a keyed or combination locking switch. In 
another embodiment, the invention provides an adaptive 
alarm function where the parent is given the ability to cause 
an audible locating beacon at selectable volume levels prior 
to sounding an alarm in a panic situation. 

These and other embodiments of the invention will 
become apparent in light of the specification, claims and 
drawings. 

The invention, in accordance with one embodiment, com- 
prises two units, a Child Detector Unit (hereinafter "Child 
Unit") to be carried with or attached to the child, and a 
Parent Control Unit (hereinafter "Parent Unit") to be carried 
or controlled by the parent or guardian of the child to be 
protected. The system can be armed and disarmed conve- 
niently using the Parent Unit. When armed, the Child Unit 
monitors the child for motion. Once motion is detected, the 
proximity sensor sends a signal to the Parent Unit, and 
determines whether the Child Unit is within a near field 
proximity (i.e., preset proximity range) relative to the Parent 
Unit. If the Child Unit is within the preset proximity range, 
the Parent Unit sends confirmation signal to the Child Unit 
to indicate that it is within the near field proximity range. If 
the Parent Unit is not within the near field proximity, a 
confirmation signal will not be sent in response to the 
proximity signal from the Child Unit. In the absence of the 
confirmation signal, if the system is in Normal Mode, an 
alert signal is sent from the Child Unit to the Parent Unit, 
which triggers a small warning alarm on the Parent Unit to 
alert the parent discretely. The parent may then use the 
Parent Unit to transmit a signal to the Child Unit, triggering 
an audible locating beacon or alarm of selectable volume. 
The alarm is designed to provide a means for locating the 
child and if necessary interrupt an abduction in progress. 
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If the system is in Automatic Mode, in the absence of the 
confirmation signal, the combination motion detection and 
proximity detection system may automatically sound an 
alarm at the Child Unit to prevent an attempted abduction or 
to alert the parent that the security of the child may be 5 
compromised. The automatic mode of operation is useful 
when the parent may be temporarily out of sight or range of 
the child and thus cannot screen for false alarms. The 
automatic mode can sound the alarm in an adaptive 
sequence that varies the alarm according to the time the child 10 
remains separated from and unlocated by the parent. It 
should be noted that an isolated movement of the child 
causes only a brief warning burst from the alarm if outside 
the preset proximity range from the parent. A persistent 
movement by the child, as would occur in an attempted 15 
abduction, on the other hand, causes the alarm to rapidly 
escalate to a full scale alarm. The adaptive alarm responds 
to an attempted abduction with a full scale alarm, yet allows 
the parent the opportunity to locate the child and get back 
within the preset range before the full scale alarm sounds. 2 n 

By combining both the motion and proximity detection 
over a two-way wireless communication link, the Parent 
Unit is permitted to remain active with the Child Unit in the 
armed state without generating a false alarm or false alert in 
the Parent Unit, despite the constant motion caused by the 2 s 
child. This is because the parent, and therefore, the Parent 
Unit, should always be within the preset near field proximity 
of the Child Unit when the child is close to the parent. In 
using a combination motion and proximity system, the 
system of the present invention only generates alerts or 30 
alarms when motion is detected and when the child is 
outside of the set near field proximity. The employment of 
motion detection mechanism allows the system of the 
present invention to have a generally higher level of power 
emission, and hence enhanced proximity range, when com- 35 
pared to systems currently available on the market which 
employ only a proximity detection mechanism. This is 
because in systems which employ only a proximity detection 
mechanism, Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
regulations permit emission of power at only certain low 4 q 
levels between the Parent and Child Units. 

In accordance with another embodiment, if the Child Unit 
remains motionless and motion is detected in the Parent 
Unit, and the Parent Unit is not within the preset near field 
proximity to the Child Unit, an alarm may sound in the Child 45 
Unit or an alert signal may be issued to the Parent Unit 
indicating that security of the child may be compromised. 

A tamper resistant power mode switch for the Child Unit 
provides security without the use of a locking switch to a 
numbered keypad. In certain applications, for example, if the 50 
Child Unit is attached externally to the ankle of the child 
with a locking band, the power mode switch may be 
exposed. In such applications, a power cutoff switch could 
be used by an abductor to defeat the system by simply 
turning the system off. In one embodiment of the invention, 55 
the power mode switch does not physically disconnect the 
remaining components from the power supply. Instead, the 
Child Unit enters a low power mode whereby it draws little 
current from the power supply. In effect, when in the low 
power mode, the amount of current drawn from the battery 60 
is substantially minimal, so as to not affect the overall 
shelf-life of the battery. When the power mode switch is 
placed in the off position, the Child Unit can only enter the 
low power mode if the system is first disarmed by the Parent 
Unit. If the Child Unit is armed when the power mode switch 65 
is placed in the off position, the Child Unit remains on and 
armed until the Parent Unit is used to disarm the system. 
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Thus, when the Child Unit is armed, the exposed switch 
cannot be used by a would-be abductor to manually rum the 
system off. Convenient switch operation is retained for the 
parent, however, who may disarm the system using the 
Parent Unit before turning the system off. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Features of the invention can be understood more readily 
by reference to the accompanying drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 illustrates major components of the Child Unit and 
Parent Unit in accordance with one embodiment of the 
invention; 

FIG. 2 illustrates one embodiment of a Child Unit and a 
Parent Unit employed in the spatial monitoring system of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 3 schematically represents the connectivity between 
elements of the Child Unit and Parent Unit in the embodi- 
ment of FIG. I and the flow of information and control 
within and between the units; and 

FIG. 4 is a simplified flow chart illustrating proximity and 
alert signal generation logic used by the Child Unit and 
Parent Unit in the normal mode of operation. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SPECIFIC 
EMBODIMENTS 

The systems illustrated herein can include a pair of units, 
comprising a Child Unit and a Parent Unit. Both units can 
be compact and lightweight. As will be seen from the 
following description, the paired units provide a security 
system for monitoring spatial relationship between mobile 
objects, such as between a parent and a child, that employs 
two-way communications between the Parent Unit, operated 
by a parent or guardian, and the Child Unit, worn by the 
child being protected. 

FIG. 1 illustrates a system 10 for monitoring the spatial 
relationship between mobile objects. The system 10 includes 
a Child Unit 21, which can be housed on or affixed to a child, 
and a Parent Unit 22. The Child Unit 21 can be affixed to the 
child by, for example, a strap, a bracelet, a wrist band, a hook 
and loop fastener or other suitable mounting mechanism. 
The Child Unit 21, in one embodiment of the invention, can 
include a panic button XX, a motion sensor 23, an alarm 24, 
a detector transmitter 25, a detector receiver 26, a detector 
microprocessor 27, a mode switch 28 with position 
indicators, and a proximity transmitter 35. The Child Unit 21 
can operate either in an automatic alarm mode (with mode 
switch 28 in the automatic position) or in a travel mode (with 
the mode switch 28 in the on position). The Parent Unit 22, 
in one embodiment, can include an arm/disarm button 29, an 
activation device depicted as an alarm button 30, a warning 
device depicted as alert speaker 31, a control microprocessor 
32, a control transmitter 33, a control receiver 34, a volume 
control YY, a proximity range control ZZ, and a motion 
sensor (not shown). Power is supplied in each unit by 
batteries which have been omitted from all figures for 
simplicity. 

The Child Unit 21, with the mode switch 28 in the on 
position, can detect a possible security breach when motion 
sensor 23 detects movement of child when the child is 
outside of a preset near field proximity of the Parent Unit 22. 
In an embodiment of the invention, the motion sensor 23 can 
be a dual axis accelerometer of the type employed for 
detecting motion along two axes, such as the ADXL 250 
manufactured and sold by Analog Devices of Norwood, 
Mass. The accelerometer can be coupled to the micropro- 
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cessor 27 for generating an interrupt that signals the micro- alert signal, in a preferred embodiment of the invention, is 

processor 27 that motion was detected. Alternatively, each generally of a higher strength/power than the transmitted 

time the motion sensor 23 detects movement, the acceler- proximity check signal. The Parent Unit receiver 34, in turn, 

o meter can set a flag in a data register that the micropro- activates the alert warning device 31 of Parent Unit 22 (or 

cessor periodically reads, and it will be apparent to those of 5 equivalent vibration alert), notifying the parent that security 

ordinary skill in the art that other techniques can be of child may be compromised. The parent may thereafter 

employed for collecting and storing information regarding optionally trigger the alarm 24 in the Child Unit 21 by 

detected movement. It will be father apparent to one of pressing alarm button 30, which causes an alarm signal from 

ordinary skill in the art that other motion detectors can be the transmitter 33 to be sent to the Child Unit 21. If 

employed including single axis accelerometers, triple-axis 1Q appropriate, the parent may select the desired volume of the 

accelerometers, rolling ball motion detectors, or any other child Unit alarm 24 by adjusting the volume adjust switch 

suitable device. It should be appreciated that although YY in the Parent Unit 22. It should be understood that 

motion detection is discussed in connection with the Child although the discussion refers to a proximity check signal 

Unit 21, the spatial monitoring system 10 of present inven- originating from the Child Unit 21, such functionality may 

tion can equip the Parent Unit 22 with a motion sensor to J5 be easily adapted to originate from the Parent Unit 22. In 

accommodate a situation wherein the Child Unit 21 is sucn a situation, the measurement of proximity signal and 

stationary, while the Parent Unit 22 is in motion. estimation of the relative range may be accomplished by the 

^ Once movement has been detected, the proximity trans- Child Unit 21. 

mitter 35 in the Child Unit 21 sends out a coded proximity Th e transmitter 33 and receiver 34 in the Parent Unit 22, 

check signal at a set near field proximity (i.e., radius) having 20 an d the transmitter 25 and receiver 26 in the Child Unit 21 

a known pattern to the receiver 34 in the Parent Unit 22. If can be designed to transmit and receive radio frequency 

the Parent Unit 22 is within the near field proximity, the (R.p) signals to permit the Child Unit 21 to communicate 

proximity signal will be received by the Parent Unit receiver w j t h the Parent Unit 22, or any R-F device, In one 

34. In response to the proximity check signal, a confirmation embodiment, the transmitter and receiver in the Parent and 

signal is sent from the Parent Unit transmitter 33 to the 25 child Units can be formed from discrete components, 

detector receiver 26 in the Child Unit 21, and the parent does including capacitors, inductors, resistors, transistors and 

not get notified of the movement by the child. Otherwise, if om er common elements, as well as from a combination of 

the Parent Unit 22 is not within the set radius (i.e., outside integrated circuits and discrete components. The design and 

the near field proximity), the proximity signal will not be development of such R-F front-end circuits is well known in 

received by the Parent Unit receiver 34 and a confirmation 30 the art of electrical engineering. Alternatively, the transmit- 

signal from the Parent Unit transmitter 33 will notbe-issued; t er and receiver in each of the Parent and Child Unit can be 

In accordance with one embodiment of the invention, the a single transceiver unit having both transmitting and receiv- 

proximity signal generated from the proximity transmitter ing capabilities. In addition to being R-F devices, other 

35 has a field strength of from about 3,500 microvolts per modes of communication may alternatively be used by the 

meter to about 10,500 microvolts per meter. With such a 35 transmitter/receiver or transceiver in the Parent and Child 

field strength, the generated proximity signal can have a near Units. For example, infrared (IR) communication may be 

field proximity of from approximately 15 feet in radius to employed for IR exchange of data signals that can be 

approximately 350 feet in radius. In an embodiment, the representative of commands for operating the Parent and 

scope of the near field proximity provided by the proximity Child Units. Satellite data communication, cellular data 

signal can be appropriately adjusted or selected, if so 40 telecommunication, modem communication, or any other 

desired, by the proximity adjust switch ZZ to permit adap- wireless communication for transferring data over a com- 

tation to a particular environment or application. munication network may also be used. 

It should be appreciated that in a system employing only Another manner in which proximity may be determined is 

a proximity transmitter (i.e., a periodic transmitter), the to employ a signal strength indicator. In this method, a 

range of the generated proximity signal is substantially less 45 proximity signal of a specific strength is first transmitted 

than that generated by the system 10 of the present inven- from the proximity transmitter 35 to the Parent Unit receiver 

tion. In particular, FCC regulations limit the power output, 34. Depending on the distance at which the Parent Unit 22 

and thus the field strength, of a proximity signal generated is located relative to the Child Unit 21, an attenuated signal 

from a periodic transmitter to about 4,100 microvolts per will be received by the Parent Unit receiver 34. The strength 

meter. In contrast, for an intentional transmitter, a transmit- 50 of the attenuated signal is then measured and compared to 

ter that is intentionally triggered and of which the present the strength of the original proximity signal. An estimate of 

system can be classified, FCC regulations permit more than the relative range between the Parent Unit 22 and the Child 

a two fold increase in power output to about 10,500 micro- Unit 21 is thereafter calculated by taking the product of the 

volts per meter. In the present system 10, which employs the measured attenuated signal and a predetermined calibration 

proximity transmitter 35 in combination with motion sensor 55 constant. A calibration constant is defined in the context of 

23, because the proximity transmitter 35 is intentionally the present invention as a number which when multiplied by 

activated only when motion is detected by the motion sensor the signal strength yields a proximity range. For example, if 

23, the power output of the proximity transmitter can be the signal strength is 0.001 watts and the calibration constant 

substantially higher, as permitted by the FCC, than that at this power level is 10,000 meters per watt, then the 

permitted in a system employing only a proximity transmit- 60 relative range is (0.001 watts) (10,000 meters/watt), or 10 

ter. meters. If this estimated relative range is within the near 

In the absence of a confirmation signal from the Parent field proximity, a confirmation signal will be transmitted 

Unit transmitter 33, particularly when the Parent Unit 22 is from transmitter 33 of the Parent Unit 22 to receiver 26 of 

outside the near field proximity, the_CinldJJnit_21-nQtifies the Child Unit 21. This method of measurement, in one 

jhe_parentof movement and proximity b y sendin g, for 65 embodiment, uses a special detector chip (not shown) to 

instance, a coded radio frequency alert signal through the receive and measure the strength of the proximity signal. 

Child Unit transmitter 25 to Parent Unit receiver 34. The Such a chip is preferably made available in the Parent Unit 
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22, but may alternatively be provided in the Child Unit 21 Microprocessors 27 and 32 can track the status of the 

so that the Parent Unit may also receive and measure the other elements of Child Unit 21 and Parent Unit 22, 

signal strength for comparison. The detector chip is com- respectively, and perform all decision and control functions 

mercially available as model number HP-900 from Linx according to firmware instructions. The microprocessors 

Technologies, Inc. located in Grants Pass, Oreg. 5 fr rther facilitate the control of fairly complex interactions 

„ . 4 . it i_ between components within each unit. For instance, the 

To conserve energy^hi^ aM ^ mic ocessor 27 sses out t from the 

provided, in accordance with an embodiment of the [c buUon xx mQtion ^ ^ feceiver 26 afld 

invention, with timing information for use in connection co ^ o]s ^ soundi of 24 afld ^ lransmission of 

with the proximity transmitter 35 so that a proximity check h ^ ^ transmiUer 25 imit trans . 

signal wiU not be transmitted for every single motion io ^ 35 and ^ switch 36 Parent Vjdx micropro . 

detected. Such a system is further described hereinafter. ^ ^ processes QUtpul ffom but . 

Although a discrete proximity transmitter 35 is provided ton 2 9, alarm button 30, volume adjust switch YY, proximity 

in connection with the embodiment of FIG. 1, it is contem- switch ZZj and rece i ver 34, and controls the activa- 

plated that the functions of the proximity transmitter 35 and tion of alert spe aker 31 and the transmission of signals 

the functions of the Child Unit transmitter 25 may be through the transmitter 33. 

incorporated into a single unit. In such an embodiment, a , n additioQ tQ decisioQ and CQntrol micr opro- 

switch may be employed to permit this single unit to ce ssors (27, 32) encode and decode the signals exchanged by 

appropriately switch between the proximity signal function transmitters (25, 33, 35) and receivers (26, 34), respectively, 

of the proximity transmitter 35 and the alert signal function ^ of Child Unit 21 and Parent Unit 22 Encoded signals enable 

of the detector transmitter 25. the spat i a i mon itoring security system 10 to generate a 

Parent Unit 22, in FIG. 1, communicates and cooperates multiplicity of unique messages between units on a single 

with Child Unit 21. The aim/disarm button 29 causes Parent frequency and create system identification so that multiple 

Unit 22 to send a signal through Parent Unit transmitter 33, spatial monitoring security systems 10 can operate in the 

that when received by Child Unit receiver 26 causes Child 25 same vicinity without interference. Additionally, the system 

Unit 21 to activate or deactivate motion sensor 23. Alarm identification makes it difficult to defeat the spatial moni- 

button 30 causes Parent Unit transmitter 33 to send an alarm toring security system 10 by simply disarming the Child 

signal which, when detected by Child Unit receiver 26, Unit 21 with a similar Parent Unit 22. For each transmitted 

activates alarm 24. Thus, when alert speaker 31 in the Parent signal, microprocessor 27 or 32 encodes a Parent-Child 

Unit 22 is activated by an alert signal from Child Unit 21, 3Q system identifier, which is shared by the paired Child Unit 

the parent using the spatial monitoring security system 10 21 and Parent Unit 22, and a signal identifier, which iden- 

may respond (i) by pressing alarm button 30 on the Parent u fies the signal being transmitted. Similarly, when a signal 

Unit 22 to trigger the alarm 24 on Child Unit 21, thereby ^ received by receiver 26 or 34, microprocessor 27 or 32 

startling a would-be abductor and summoning others to aid decodes the system identifier and signal identifier. Child 

in thwarting an abduction, or (ii) by pressing the alarm 35 Unit 21 and Parent Unit 22 respond only to signals that 

button 30 with the volume adjust switch YY set to low, contains the pair's system identifier. Some embodiments 

sounding an audible locating beacon significantly less intru- may further encode a unit identifier with the signal whereby 

sive than a full-scale alarm. By adjusting the volume adjust a family of Child Units sharing a single system identifier 

switch YY, the parent may select the sound output level on may be individually addressed and controlled by a single 

the Child Unit 21 and may vary the volume of the sound 4Q Parent Unit sharing the same system identifier but having 

output from a somewhat quiet alert to a loud intrusive siren. means to select the unit identifier. 

FIG. 2 illustrates one embodiment of the Child Unit 21 for Power management is another function of microproces- 

attachment to a child. In particular, the Child Unit 21 is sors (27, 32). Commercially available microprocessors, such 

shown having straps which permit the Child Unit 21 to be as the PIC 16C56 microprocessor from Microchip, located 

attached to the ankle or wrist of the child. The attachment 45 in Phoenix, Ariz., include features specifically designed to 

mechanism on the Child Unit 21, of course, does not reduce power consumption, thereby prolonging battery life, 

necessarily have to be a strap but can be any mechanism In one embodiment, microprocessors (27, 32) provide power 

known in the art. By attaching the Child Unit 22 to the ankle to the components they interact with in the respective units 

of the child or other locations, the noise generated from the only when necessary to perform a specific function. This 

alarm 24 may be kept substantially away from the child's 50 minimizes the energy consumed by those components. In 

ears. The Parent Unit 22, on the other hand, can be a small addition, the microprocessors themselves feature a low 

hand-held unit which, for example, can be attached to a power mode in which they consume only a very small 

key-chain. current, typically a few micro-amperes. The power require- 

FIG. 3 shows a schematic representation of the connec- ment is low enough in this mode that battery life is essen- 

tivity and interaction among and between components of 55 tially unaffected by the current draw of the microprocessor 

Child Unit 21 and Parent Unit 22 of FIG. 1. Microprocessor connected continuously in this mode. 

27 in the Child Unit 21 and microprocessor 32 in the Parent Microprocessors (27, 32) can be programmed to enter the 

Unit 22 play a central role in enabling the functionality of low power or sleep mode whenever idle and awaken 

the system 10. Microprocessors 27 and 32 are capable of periodically, as often as several times per second, to test for 

performing a wide variety of calculations, making decisions, 60 control signals or other output from the components with 

and controlling other components according to program- which the respective microprocessors interact. In normal 

ming instructions stored in firmware which can be custom- operation the time required to scan for inputs can be quite 

ized for different applications. Firmware refers to programs small compared to the sleep time. If no inputs are detected 

devised to adapt a general purpose microprocessor to a the system uses only a small fraction of the power required 

special purpose, such as in the devices disclosed herein, and 65 for continuous scanning for inputs. For example, in one 

which are persistently stored in memory accessible to the embodiment, the microprocessor sleeps for 200 

microprocessor. milliseconds, and the time required to test for signals and 
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inputs may be 20 milliseconds in some active modes, cation in the Parent Unit 22 when the Parent Unit 22 is 

reducing power requirements by approximately 90% com- provided with a motion sensor 321. 

pared to continuous powering of all components. Having been alerted by alert speaker 31, the parent 

The spatial monitoring security system 10 has two states, ascertains the cause of the alert and may activate alarm 24 

armed and disarmed. A status bit in the memory of each 5 in Child Unit 21 by depressing alarm button 30 while setting 

microprocessor (27, 32) indicates the current state. The the volume adjust switch YY thereby prompting Parent Unit 

parent can change the arm/disarm state of the system 10 by microprocessor 32 to cause Parent Unit transmitter 33 to 

depressing arm/disarm button 29 of Parent Unit 22. send an alarm signal with selectable volume to Child Unit 

When arm/disarm button 29 is pressed, control micropro- receiver 26. When Child Unit microprocessor 21 determines 

cessor 32 causes control transmitter 33 to send an encoded 10 lhat receiver 26 has detected the alarm signal, it continu- 

signal, arm or disarm, according to the current value of its °usly activates alarm 24 until a second alarm signal is 

status bit. If the Parent Unit microprocessor 32 status bit received by Child Unit receiver 26, or in the case of a low 

currently indicates that the system is armed, control micro- volume setting on the volume adjust switch, a burst of 

processor 32 causes transmitter 33 to send a disarming audible chirps. Some embodiments may additionally limit 

signal, or if the status bit indicates that the system is 15 the duration of alarm 24 activation with a timer, 

disarmed control transmitter 33 sends an arming signal. The transmission of an alert signal to Parent Unit 22 is a 

Child Unit 21 can be configured to only enter the armed response that the Child Unit microprocessor 27 may initiate 

state when mode switch 28 is in the on position. When Child when motion is detected in the Child Unit 21, and in 

Unit receiver 26 receives an arming signal from Parent Unit response to a proximity check signal, a confirmation signal 

transmitter 33, Child Unit microprocessor 27 changes its from the Parent Unit 22 is not returned. Alarm 24, in the 

status bit to indicate that the system is armed and then causes travel mode, cannot be activated except by the parent or by 

transmitter 25 to return coded arming confirmation signal. the child panic button XX, so the system cannot initiate a 

When the arming confirmation signal is received by Parent false alarm. In a situation where the child requires the 

Unit receiver 34, control microprocessor 32 sets the Parent immediate attention of the parent, the child can directly 

Unit microprocessor 32 status bit to indicate the armed state. 2 access the panic button XX, for example, by pressing it, to 

A similar process is followed to place the spatial moni- Mund a distinctive signal to notify the nearby parent that the 

toring security system 10 in the disarmed state from the chlld ,s in need of attention. 

armed state. When Child Unit receiver 26 receives a dis- A second benefit of sending an alert signal to Parent Unit 

arming signal from Parent Unit transmitter 33, micropro- 30 22 when Child Unit 21 senses movement without proximity, 

cessor 27 changes its status bit to indicate that the system is is that alert spewer 31 can provide a low level of intrusion, 

disarmed and then causes Child Unit transmitter 25 to return The parent can carry the system armed without generating 

a coded disarming confirmation signal. When the disarming any loud false alarms, 

confirmation signal is received by Parent Unit receiver 34, Child Unit microprocessor 27 uses timing information 

control microprocessor 32 sets the control microprocessor 35 derived from its clock function to determine if output from 

32 status bit to indicate the disarmed state. motion sensor 23 should activate the issuance of a proximity 

Generally, some form of feedback acknowledging arming check signal, 

or disarming is reassuring to the parent or guardian. In the FIG. 4 illustrates the control logic embodiment for use in 

preferred embodiment, when its memory status bit changes activating a proximity check signal in response to a detected 

state (armed or disarmed), Child Unit microprocessor 27 4 o movement either in the Child Unit 21 or the Parent Unit 22. 

causes alarm 24 to produce two brief tones of changing In the embodiment shown in FIG. 4, when the system is first 

pitch. Two successive tones of rising pitch indicate a change armed, the internal clock function is reset to T 0 in step 41. 

to the armed state, and two successive tones of falling pitch It should be noted that for ease of discussion reference is 

signal a change to the disarmed state. The two tone indica- now made to the Child Unit 21, with the understanding that 

tion of the change of state at Child Unit 21 may be 45 the components hereinafter discloses are similarly appli- 

supplemented or replaced in some embodiments, for cable to the Parent Unit 22. The Child Unit microprocessor 

example, by visual indicators such as an LED or by similar 27 then initiates a component scan in step 42. After step 42 

indicators at Parent Unit 22. is completed, Child Unit microprocessor 27 checks for 

The motion sensing operation of spatial monitoring secu- movement in step 43. If movement is detected in step 43, 

rity system 10 occurs when the system is in the armed state. 50 Child Unit microprocessor 27 calculates an elapsed time in 

In one embodiment, the Child Unit microprocessor 27 does step 44 in relation to T 0 . If the elapsed timed in step 45 does 

not check for motion sensor 23 output in the disarmed state. not exceed the predetermined period, the Child Unit micro- 

In the armed state, Child Unit microprocessor 27 checks processor 27 returns to step 42. If the elapsed time in step 45 

motion sensor 23 for output several times each second. In exceeds the predetermined period, the internal clock func- 

the embodiment associated with FIG. 1, when a predeter- 55 tion is reset to T 0 in step 451. This new reset T a is used to 

mined period of time has elapsed, and movement is subse- calculate a subsequent elapsed time. Once the internal clock 

quently detected by motion sensor 23, with a proximity function is reset to T G , a proximity check signal is issued in 

switch 36 activated, the proximity transmitter 35 issues a step 452 by proximity transmitter 35. In response to the 

proximity check signal to the receiver 34 in the Parent Unit proximity check signal, the Child Unit receiver 26 checks 

22. If the relative position of the Parent Unit 22 to the Child 60 for a confirmation signal in step 453 from the Parent Unit 

Unit 21 is not within the near field proximity or if the child transmitter 33, If a confirmation signal is received, the Child 

possessing the Child Unit 21 is subsequently moved out of Unit microprocessor 27 returns to step 42. If a confirmation 

the near field proximity, the Child Unit transmitter 25 sends signal is not received, by the Child Unit receiver 26, an alert 

an alert signal to the Parent Unit receiver 34. In response to signal is transmitted in step 46 from the Child Unit trans- 

the alert signal, the alert speaker 31 notifies the parent that 65 rnitter 25 to the Parent Unit receiver 34. 

the child has moved out of the near field proximity. Such a With the control logic of FIG. 4, if the Child Unit 21, 

motion sensing process can be similarly adapted for appli- based on the reset T 0 (i.e., arming time from which an 
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elapsed time may be later calculated) in step 41, is armed for 
more than a predetermined period, for instance, three 
seconds, after which an initial movement is detected, a 
proximity check signal may be issued. However, before the 
proximity check signal is issued in response to this initial 
movement, a new T c is reset in step 451. The new reset time 
T 0 is important, as it is used to calculate all subsequent 
elapsed time. Thus, if the initial movement ceases before the 
elapsed period, the detector microprocessor 27 returns to 
step 42 and the next movement is calculated based on the 
new reset T 0 in step 451. If movement, on the other hand, 
continues to be detected, a proximity check signal will be 
transmitted after the elapsed time has expired, in reference 
to time-zero stored in step 451. A proximity check signal 
will continue to be sent out for example, every three 
seconds, until movement is ceased, at which time the control 
logic returns to step 41. 

Still another feature of the invention is the tamper resis- 
tant power mode switch 28. In some applications the inven- 
tion mode switch 28 may be visible and accessible, for 
example, if the housing of Child Unit 21 is externally 
attached to an article of clothing. The tamper resistant switch 
prevents a abductor from using the switch to deactivate 
Child Unit 21 when it is armed, yet still allows the parent to 
conveniently place Child Unit 21 in its low power mode to 
conserve battery life when not in use. 

As noted earlier, Child Unit microprocessor 27 has power 
management features that make it capable of substantially 
stopping current flow from the battery. In one embodiment, 
Child Unit microprocessor 27 is always connected to the 
battery. Mode switch 28 is connected such that detector 
microprocessor 27 can check to determine which position it 
is in, but mode switch 28 cannot interrupt power to detector 
microprocessor 27. 

Child Unit 21 has a low power mode of operation that it 
enters when it is disarmed and mode switch 28 is placed in 
the off position. Child Unit 21 can only enter the low power 
mode from its disarmed state. In low power mode, Child 
Unit microprocessor 27 awakens from its periodic sleep 
mode using its power management features, as described 
earlier, and checks only for a change in mode switch 28 
position. Child Unit microprocessor 27 requires a few 
microseconds to perform this check, which is less than 
0.01% of the 200 millisecond sleep period used in the 
embodiment described above. The power requirement is so 
small in low power mode that battery life is largely unaf- 
fected by the absence of a power cutoff switch. 

When mode switch 28 is in the on position and Child unit 

21 is armed, microprocessor 27 does not check the position 
of mode switch 28. If the position of mode switch 28 is 
changed while Child Unit 21 is armed, microprocessor 27 
does not process the change in switch position, and Child 
Unit 21 remains armed. 

Since Child Unit 21 cannot enter the low power mode 
from the armed state, an abductor cannot use mode switch 
28 to deactivate the system. On the other hand, the parent 
may place Child Unit 21 in its low power mode by disarming 
the system using Parent Unit 22 before (or after) placing 
mode switch 28 in its off position. Possession of Parent Unit 

22 is necessary to place Child Unit 21 in its low power 
mode. The tamper resistant function of mode switch 28 
prevents the system from being placed in low power mode 
by anyone other than the parent, yet does not require keys or 
a combination to prevent unauthorized deactivation. 

A second active detection mode may be selected by 
placing mode switch 28 in the automatic position. In this 
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mode, Child Unit 21 triggers alarm 24 automatically, rather 
than sending an alert signal to Parent Unit 22, when motion 
sensor 23 detects motion and there is an absence of a 
confirmation signal in response to a proximity check signal. 
5 In automatic mode, Child Unit 21 may be armed and 
disarmed just as in alarm screening mode, using Parent Unit 

22 to send arming and disarming signals. Mode switch 28 
retains its tamper resistance because Child Unit micropro- 
cessor 27 does not check for a change in switch position 

30 while Child Unit 21 is armed. Child Unit 21 must be 
disarmed to effect a mode change. 

With the adaptive alarm, Child Unit microprocessor 27 
triggers alarm 24 using a sequence of alarm patterns in 
succession if motion sensor 23 continues to detect move- 

15 ment in absence of a confirmation signal from the Parent 
Unit 22. The alarm patterns range from a warning sound at 
the lowest level of the sequence to a full scale alarm of 
several seconds duration at the highest level of the sequence. 

2Q In a preferred embodiment, five alarm levels are defined. 
The lowest level alarm is a single brief burst from alarm 24 
followed by a pause; the second level is two brief bursts in 
rapid succession followed by a pause, and so on through four 
levels. Each alarm pattern through level four has a total 

25 duration of one second, including the pause which is 
adjusted in length to create the one second total duration. 
Level five is a full scale alarm of five seconds duration 
beyond the last detected movement. Other embodiments 
may vary pitch and/or volume at each level in addition to or 

3Q instead of pulsing the alarm, and timing and number of 
levels also may be different. 

Child Unit microprocessor 27 tracks the alarm level and 
sounds the alarm pattern that corresponds to the current 
alarm level when motion is detected in the absence of 

35 proximity to the Parent Unit. The alarm level is increased 
each time the alarm is sounded in response to motion sensor 

23 output until the alarm level reaches its highest value. 
Each lower level alarm pattern is allowed to finish before 
motion sensor 23 is checked again, so a minimum of four 

40 seconds is required to reach the highest level alarm. Once at 
the highest level alarm, motion sensor 23 is checked con- 
tinuously and the alarm timer is reset each time motion is 
detected. At the highest alarm level the alarm always con- 
tinues to sound for a full five seconds beyond the last 

45 detected motion. 

In the automatic mode, alarm 24 sounds automatically 
when the motion sensor 23 detects motion and there is an 
absence of a confirmation signal from the Parent Unit 22, 
and always discontinues sounding when the current alarm 

50 pattern is complete unless further motion is detected in the 
absence of detected proximity to the Parent Unit. Once the 
Parent Unit 22 has been brought to within the near field 
proximity, the alarm 24 is automatically silenced. 

The present invention also contemplates an embodiment 

55 wherein a proximity transmitter 35 is used without the use 
of a motion sensor 23. In such an embodiment (not shown), 
a proximity check signal may be generated having a known 
signal pattern to generate a near field proximity. In a 
preferred embodiment, the proximity signal may be gener- 

60 ated according to a timing pattern. If the Parent Unit 22 is 
within the proximity range, the proximity signal will be 
received and a confirmation is transmitted to the Child Unit 
receiver 26. Because a confirmation is received by the Child 
Unit 21, an alert signal will not be transmitted to the Parent 

65 Unit 22 to notify the parent that the distance between the 
Parent Unit 22 and the Child Unit is beyond the near field 
proximity. If, on the other hand, the Parent Unit 22 is outside 
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the proximity range, a confirmation signal will not be 
returned from the Parent Unit transmitter to the Child Unit 
26. In the absence of the confirmation signal, an alert signal 
from the Child Unit transmitter 25 is transmitted to the 
Parent Unit receiver 34. The alert speaker 31 is thereafter 5 
activated by the receipt of the alert signal to notify the owner 
that the distance between the Parent Unit 22 and the Child 
Unit is greater than the near field proximity. If the Child Unit 
in this embodiment is set on automatic mode, once the 
Parent Unit 22 is moved beyond the near field proximity and 1Q 
a confirmation signal is not returned from the Parent Unit 22 
to the Child Unit, the alarm 24 may be set to sound 
automatically. The alarm 24 may be shut off automatically 
when the parent returns to within the near field proximity or 
when the parent actively deactivates the alarm using the 
Parent Unit 22. 

The embodiment just described clearly accomplishes the 
objectives of the invention. A number of variations can 
easily be envisioned. For example, some embodiments may 
include only one of the alarm functions described herein. ^ 

Other variations adapt the system for convenient protec- 
tion of children or animals. One such variation houses the 
invention as an integral part of an article of clothing worn by 
the child (or animal) being protected or monitored. For 
example, in one such variation the Child Unit is built into a 25 
shoe or belt. In another variation of this type, the Child Unit 
can be packaged as a backpack or ankle bracelet. In an 
application for an pet, a system can be provided whereby a 
proximity radius is defined by a Parent Unit, and when the 
animal, wearing the equivalent of a Child Unit, wanders 30 
outside this selectable radius either an alert is sounded or a 
low level shock is imparted to the animal thereby reminding 
the animal to remain within the confines of the radius. 

In addition, the embodiment combining the use of a 
motion sensor and a proximity sensor may be adapted so that 35 
the Parent Unit may be affixed to, for example, a home wall, 
such that when the child, to which the Child Unit is attached 
is removed from the home, an alarm is sounded. Similarly, 
a wall unit could be used for the application to animals, 
whereby a low level shock or alarm is activated when the 40 
animal strays beyond the selectable radius from the wall 
unit. The Parent Unit or Child Unit may also include 
components necessary for linking to conventional commu- 
nication systems, for example, cell phones, satellite paging 
systems, or other wireless notification systems known in the 45 
industry, to notify the parent of a abduction attempt or stray 
child. 

Those skilled in the art will know or be able to ascertain 
using no more than routine experimentation, many equiva- 
lents to the embodiments and practices described herein. For 50 
example, the Parent Unit can be housed in a manner con- 
venient to be carried by the parent and the Parent Unit 
housing may include a provision to be carried in a pocket, 
attached to a key ring, strapped to the wrist, hung on a 
necklace, or clipped, pinned, or tied to a belt, belt loop, lapel, 55 
watchband, or other article of clothing. The Child Unit 
housing may include a similar range of options for being 
carried with or attached to the child and may further include 
options to house the Child Unit as an integral part of clothing 
or apparel to be worn by the child. 60 

A further additional feature provides the Parent Unit with 
a panic button which when depressed causes the Child Unit 
alarm sound as a call for aid. 

Accordingly, it will be understood that the invention is not 
to be limited to the embodiments disclosed herein, but is to 65 
be understood from the following claims, which are to be 
interpreted as broadly as allowed under the law. 



We claim: 

1. A system for monitoring a spatial relationship between 
mobile objects, the system comprising: 

(a) a parent unit having: 

a first transceiver capable of transmitting and receiving 
data signals; 

a proximity range adjuster coupled to the transceiver to 
permit adjustment of an approximate near field prox- 
imity between the objects; and 

an activation element coupled to the transceiver and 
capable of directing the transceiver to transmit an 
alarm signal representative of a command to activate 
an alarm; and 

(b) a child unit having: 

a motion detector for generating a movement signal in 
response to a detected movement; 

a proximity transmitter coupled to the motion detector 
for transmitting, in response to the detected 
movement, a proximity signal having said known 
approximate near field proximity, to the first trans- 
ceiver in the parent unit; 

an alarm; and 

a second transceiver coupled to the motion detector and 
the alarm for providing bi-directional transfer of data 
signals, the second transceiver, in the absence of a 
confirmation signal from the first transceiver to indi- 
cate that the parent unit is within the near field 
proximity, being capable of: 

(A) in a first mode, automatically activating the 
alarm to indicate that object to which the child unit 
is coupled has moved outside the near field 
proximity, or 

(B) in a second mode, (i) transmitting to the first 
transceiver an alert signal in response to the move- 
ment signal, and (ii) activating the alarm in 
response to the alarm signal received from the first 
transceiver, which alarm signal may be generated 
by a user triggering the activation element of the 
parent unit in response to the alert signal, to 
indicate that near field proximity between the 
objects has been compromised. 

2. A system as set forth in claim 1, further including a 
mode switch to selectively provide the system with either 
the first mode of alarming or the second mode of alarming. 

3. A system as set forth in claim 1, wherein the parent unit 
further includes a motion detector for generating a move- 
ment signal in response to a detected motion by the parent 
unit while the child unit is stationary, so as to subsequently 
generate an alert signal in the parent unit to notify the parent 
unit that it has moved beyond the approximate near field 
proximity. 

4. A system as set forth in claim 1, wherein the parent unit 
further includes an alarm volume adjuster to permit the 
volume generated by the alarm to be varied. 

5. A system as set forth in claim 1, wherein the parent unit 
further includes a warning device coupled to the first 
transceiver, the warning device capable of being activated in 
response to the alert signal from the first transceiver to 
indicate to a user that the near field proximity has been 
breached. 

6. A system as set forth in claim 1, wherein the child unit 
includes a panic button to permit a substantially immediate 
sounding of the alarm to notify that the object to which the 
child unit is attached is in need of attention. 

7. A system as set forth in claim 1, wherein the second 
transceiver includes a transmitter component separate and 
distinct from a receiver component. 
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8. A system as set forth in claim 7, wherein the transmitter 
component of the second transceiver and the proximity 
transmitter are incorporated into a single unit that is capable 
of switching between functions. 

9. A system as set forth in claim 1, further including a 
timing device for measuring a predetermined period of time 
between detected movements before a proximity signal is 
transmitted. 

10. A system as set forth in claim 1, further including 
system for measuring comparing the strength of the prox- 
imity signal sent from the proximity transmitter to strength 
of the proximity signal received by the first transceiver to 
determine the ether the parent unit and the child unit are 
within the near field proximity. 

11. A method to remotely monitor the security of an 
object, the method comprising: 

providing the object with (a) a remote unit having a 
proximity adjuster and (b) a child unit attached to the 
object, the child unit having a motion detector, a 
proximity transmitter, and an alarm; 

adjusting a near field proximity generated by the prox- 
imity transmitter; 

detecting whether there is a movement of the object using 
the motion detector; 

in response to the movement, determining whether the 
object is within a near field proximity of the remote unit 
using the proximity transmitter; and 

in the absence of a confirmation signal from the remote 
unit to indicate that the object is within the near field 
proximity of the remote unit, causing the alarm to 
generate a signal to indicate that the object has moved 
beyond the near field proximity. 

12. A method as set forth in claim 11, wherein the step of 
determining further includes the steps of: 

determining a distance separating the remote unit from the 

attached unit; and 
comparing that distance to the near field proximity. 

13. A method as set forth in claim 11, wherein the step of 
determining further includes the steps of: 

measuring a proximity signal strength received by the 
remote unit; 

comparing the received proximity signal strength to a 
transmitted proximity signal strength from the proxim- 
ity transmitter; 

calculating a range between the proximity transmitter and 
the remote unit; and comparing the range calculated to 
the set near field proximity. 

14. A method as set forth in claim 11, wherein the step of 
causing the alarm to generate a signal further includes the 
steps of: 

sending an alert signal directed to the remote unit; and 
in response to the alert signal, transmitting from the 
remote unit a signal to the alarm, so as to generate an 
audio signal to indicate that the object has moved 
beyond the near field proximity. 

15. A method as set forth in claim 11, wherein the step of 
causing the alarm to generate a signal further includes the 
step of: 

triggering a pattern of audio signals wherein the pattern 
acts as beacon to permit location of the object. 

16. A spatial monitoring system comprising: 
(a) a parent unit having: 

a first transceiver capable of transmitting and receiving 
data signals; 

a first motion detector coupled to the transceiver for 
generating a movement signal in response to a 
detected motion in the parent unit; 
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an activation element coupled to the first transceiver 
and capable of directing the first transceiver to 
transmit an alarm signal representative of a com- 
mand to activate an alarm; and 
5 (b) a child unit having: 

a second motion detector for generating a movement 
signal in response to a detected motion in the child 
unit; 

a proximity transmitter coupled to the second motion 
aQ detector for transmitting a proximity signal having a 

near field proximity to the first transceiver in 
response to the motion detected in the child unit; 

an alarm; and 

a second transceiver coupled to the proximity trans- 
mitter and the alarm for providing bi-directional 

35 transfer of data signals, the second transceiver, in the 

absence of a confirmation signal from the first trans- 
ceiver to indicate that the parent unit is within the 
near field proximity, being capable of (i) transmitting 
to the first transceiver an alert signal to indicate to a 

20 user that the parent unit is no longer within the near 

field proximity, and (ii) activating the alarm in 
response to the alarm signal received from the first 
transceiver, which alarm signal may be generated by 
a user triggering the activation element of the parent 

25 unit in response to the alert signal. 

17. A system as set forth in claim 16, wherein the second 
transceiver includes a transmitter component separate and 
distinct from a receiver component. 

18. A system as set forth in claim 17, wherein the 
30 transmitter is an RF transmitter and the receiver is an RF 

receiver. 

19. A system as set forth in claim 17, wherein the 
transmitter component of the second transceiver and the 
proximity transmitter are incorporated into a single unit that 

35 is capable of switching between functions. 

20. A system as set forth in claim 16, wherein the parent 
unit includes a proximity range adjuster coupled to the first 
transceiver to permit adjustment of an approximate near 
field proximity between the parent unit and the child unit. 

40 21. A system as set forth in claim 16, wherein the parent 
unit includes an alarm volume adjuster to permit the volume 
generated by the alarm to be varied. 

22. A system as set forth in claim 16, further including, at 
least in the parent unit, a device for measuring and compar- 

45 ing the strength of the proximity signal sent from the 
proximity transmitter to the strength of the proximity signal 
received by the first transceiver to determine whether the 
parent unit and the child unit are within the near field 
proximity. 

50 23. A system as set forth in claim 16, wherein the parent 
unit further includes a system identifier for generating a 
system identification signal representative of a parent unit 
and at least one child unit. 
24. A system as set forth in claim 16, wherein the parent 
55 unit further includes a warning device coupled to the first 
transceiver, the warning device capable of being activated in 
response to an alert signal from the first transceiver to warn 
a user that the near field proximity between the parent unit 
and the child unit has been compromised. 
60 25. A system as set forth in claim 16, further including a 
mode switch for selectively entering a low power mode for 
reducing power consumption. 

26. A method for remotely providing security to an object 
being monitored, the method comprising: 
65 providing the object with (a) a remote unit and (b) a child 
unit attached to the object and having a proximity 
transmitter and an alarm; 
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detecting whether there is movement in either the remote 
unit or the child unit; 

determining whether the object is within a near field 
proximity relative to the remote unit using the prox- 
imity transmitter; and 

in the absence of a confirmation signal from the remote 
unit indicating that the object is within the near field 
proximity to the remote unit, causing an alert signal to 
be directed to the remote unit; and 

transmitting a signal from the remote unit to the alarm, so 
as to generate a signal to indicate the object is no longer 
within the near field proximity to the remote unit. 

27. A method as set forth in claim 26, wherein the step of 
determining further includes the steps of: 

setting a near field proximity within which the remote unit 
and the child unit should remain relative to one another, 

determining a distance separating the remote unit from the 
child unit; and 
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comparing that distance to the near field proximity. 

28. A method as set forth in claim 26, wherein the step of 
determining further includes the steps of: 

measuring a proximity signal strength received by the 
5 remote unit; 

comparing the received proximity signal strength to a 
transmitted proximity signal strength from the proxim- 
ity transmitter; 

1Q calculating a range between the proximity transmitter and 
the remote unit; and 
comparing the range calculated to the near field proximity. 

29. A method as set forth in claim 26, wherein the step of 
causing the alarm to generate a signal further includes the 

15 step of: 

triggering a pattern of audio signals wherein the pattern 
acts as beacon to permit location of the object. 

***** 
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